


Gulf of Maine-Humpback Whales
Out of our home port we were able to
collect many data streams in a short
season. In addition to whale blow, we
collected photogrammetry, and acoustic
data on this well-known population of
whales. We even got to spend some
quality time with some of our adoptable
whales—Etch-A-Sketch and Owl.  In
addition, we continued to test our fixed-
wing drone, surveying the local whale
population and an offshore aquaculture
site. 

It takes a village…that’s why conservation
education is so important. From talking
snot and poop to students across the
globe to hosting professional
development seminars, building our new
whale curriculum and hosting 23 Girls’
STEM Club meetings—2021 was a
productive year for inspiring the
conservationists of tomorrow.

E D U C A T I O N

Azores-Sperm Whales
Our trip to the Azores was a smashing
success! We were able to use SnotBot to
sample three new species of whales
(sperm, sei, Bryde’s), bringing the total
number of species sampled up to nine.
We collected 65 respiratory samples.
Although the weather didn’t collaborate,
collaboration with AIMM Portugal and
Instituto do Mar made the expedition
smooth sailing despite very rough seas.
Our longtime partners at GMGI, Oregon
State University and University of Alaska
Fairbanks will conduct the microbiome,
genetics and hormone analysis.

S N O T B O T
E X P E D I T I O N S

In 2021 we began digitizing our collection
of more than 2,000 reel-to-reels and
cassettes of whale recordings from the
1950s-1990s. This collection of acoustics
will be made publicly available for future
research. 

We just completed our 51st Southern
Right Whale Research Program survey in
Península Valdés, Argentina, sighting
many individuals we have known for
years. 

L E G A C Y
P R O G R A M S



From hosting historic schooners, Cape Ann
Maker’s Market, educator field trips, and transient
vessels at our new docks, to art exhibits and
conferences, our newly renovated buildings have
become a destination. Thank you to all the donors
who saw the vision and helped us get here. More
exciting events and plans to come in 2022. 

O C E A N
I N N O V A T I O N
C E N T E R

As we like to say, we are Ocean Alliance, not
Ocean Alone. From building photogrammetry
kits for other organizations, collaborating on
scientific research, and sharing protocols we
have worked to further our whale conservation
impact with other NGOs and government
organizations. Our analysis partners  include
Oregon State University, University of Alaska,
Gloucester Marine Genomics Institute, University
of Louisville, Universidad Autónoma de Baja
California Sur, California State University, and
the University of Washington. 
.

C O L L A B O R A T I O N

We submitted a peer-reviewed scientific paper
documenting the analysis of our SnotBot samples
to the Wildlife Society Bulletin, expected
publication in 2021. We also submitted (and had
accepted) five abstracts for the 2022 Society for
Marine Mammalogy conference.

Our data has been featured in scientific
publications on microplastics in the marine
environment, hydrocarbon pollutant levels in
whales, and DNA damage from toxicant exposure
in whales.

Our continuing bio-acoustics work with Dr.
Michelle Fournet of Sound Science Research
Collective has led to important preliminary
results that whale communication changes with
changes in anthropogenic noise.

P U B L I C A T I O N S

African Aquatic Conservation Fund/George
Mason University
AIMM, Portugal
BC Whales, British Columbia 
Big Blue Foundation, Cape Verde
Blue World Research Institute, Florida 
Geographe Marine Research, Australia
ICB, Argentina 
Instituto do Mar, Portugal
Marine Resources Council, Florida 
Nord University, Norway
Orca Research Trust, New Zealand
St Abbs Marine Station, Scotland
University of Pretoria, South Africa
Whale Wise
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution,
Massachusetts

S H A R I N G
E X P E R T I S E
W e  s h a r e d  o u r  p r o t o c o l s  a n d
e q u i p m e n t  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .



SnotBot won the inaugural
Airwards Conservation &
Environment award and was
featured in the latest edition of
Ripley's Believe It or Not, Out of the
Box book. This year Ocean Alliance
has been featured in magazines,
podcasts, TV shows, film festivals,
global summits, and international
newspapers for our whale
conservation work—helping us to
spread awareness about the
importance of whales  and whale
conservation. 

A C C O L A D E S
&  P R E S S

Thank you for supporting Ocean
Alliance’s work and for being inherently
optimistic about the future of our ocean
and whales. 

T H A N K  Y O U !

Please scan the QR Code
to see  imagery of what
your support has
accomplished this year. 
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N O B O D Y  M A D E  A  G R E A T E R
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N O T H I N G  B E C A U S E  H E
C O U L D  D O  O N L Y  A  L I T T L E .

 
- E D M U N D  B U R K E


